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Overview of the Thai Language

The Thai language, according to many linguists, is part of the Tai language family.    The 
languages in this family are said to be derived from a proto-Tai language which is grouped 
into the much larger Austro-Tai language family.

The vast majority of Thai words are monosyllabic.    While there are some polysyllabic 
words which cannot be broken down into monosyllabic components, especially words that 
have been borrowed from Pali, Sanskrit, English, and other languages, the language is 
based on single syllable words.

The basic syllable can be broken down to four parts.    First, all syllables have an initial 
consonant (although this may be silent, it is always written).    Second is a vowel of which 
there are 26 phonemic variations in Thai.    Third is the optional final consonant. And fourth is
the tone which can be either high, low, rising, falling, or mid.

Example:



Nouns
A noun, as in English, is a word that names a person, place, thing, or idea.    Unlike English,
however, nouns can be constructed out of multiple words which are combined to form 
complex nouns.

Simple nouns:
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Gender and Agreement

There are no gender specific nouns in Thai that do not refer to either human beings or 
animals.    All nouns that refer to inanimate objects, places, things, or ideas are gender 
neutral.



Number and Agreement

Nouns in Thai do not have singular and plural forms.    Instead the number of items is 
derived from either the context of the sentence or a word or number indicating plurality.    
Verbs, like nouns, also do not have specific singular or plural conjugations.

Numbers in Thai are always followed by a classifier.    The classifier indicates the category 
to which the object that has been counted belongs.    

Some examples are:

Some common classifiers are:
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Pronouns
A pronoun is a word that stands for a previously mentioned (or understood) noun.    The 
noun is called the antecedent of the pronoun.

In the sentence:
The house was badly damaged when it was hit by the hurricane.

the pronoun it refers back to the noun house (the antecedent).

Pronouns can also be used as the subject of a verb as in the sentence:
She isn't here.

or the object of a verb:
John saw her in the street.

Other common pronouns are:

Other kinship terms, which may be used as nouns or pronouns, are as follows:





Adjectives

An adjective is a word that is used to modify a noun.    Descriptive adjectives usually follow
the nouns that they modify.    Demonstrative adjectives often follow classifiers.    Thai 
words that act as adjectives or adverbs are actually verbs.

Some examples of descriptive adjectives are:

Demonstrative adjectives, which follow classifiers, are words like:
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Adverbs

An adverb is a word that modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb.    Like Thai 
adjectives, words that function as adverbs are usually verbs. They differ from adjectives 
only in that they precede verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs rather than nouns.

Examples:
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Verb Conjugations:    Tense and Mood

Thai has no verb conjugations.    The same verb is used with proper nouns, pronouns, 
singular or plural subjects.    Furthermore, the verb does not change form in different 
tenses such as past, present or future.

Tenses are created by adding words that indicate the flow of time to a sentence.    Some of
the most common tense words are as follows:

Imperative

To express a direct command add the word si' to the end of a sentence:



Prepositions
Prepositions are words that connect clauses and show the relationships between words in 
a sentence.    They generally precede the noun to which they are referring.

Simple Thai prepositions are:

Examples of prepositions in use are:



Conjunctions
A conjunction connects words or phrases or clauses.    English examples are and, or, but, 
nor, etc.    

Here are the most common Thai conjunctions:

Most conjunctions come between two independent clauses such as:



Sentences

The typical simple Thai sentence consists of subject-verb-object in that order.    More 
complicated sentences combine simple sentences with conjunctions by making the first 
subject-verb-object the subject of the second verb and object.    Adjectives precede nouns 
and adverbs precede verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs.    In general, the correct word 
order is more important than creating a bound sentence.



Questions

There are several ways of asking a question in Thai.    The way to answer a question is 
dependent on how it is asked.    Frequently questions are answered simply by stating the 
verb if the answer is positive, or the word mäi + verb if it is negative.    The most common
question forms are as follows:

Examples:



Negation

Negation in Thai is effected by adding negative words or phrases to sentences.

Note: The positive form of all of the examples on this page can be made by dropping the 
mäi¡ element.



Particles

Particles are put at the end of sentences to indicate respect.    When speaking with 
strangers or acquaintances it is always polite to end sentences with a particle, with close 
friends it is not necessary.    

Standard particles are:




